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9 September 2008
General Letter No 1

Welcome

Welcome to all students and parents new to the St. Mary’s community.  The 2008/9 academic year has started smoothly and routine arrangements in and out of class are underway.

Home-School Communication

This is the first ‘green letter’ of the year.  You will be issued with further newsletters each week on Tuesdays.  Be prepared to search your child’s school bag or pockets to ensure you are aware of events at St. Mary’s.  This letter, and other general letters to parents, will feature on our school website, www.stmarys.co.uk.

Staffing

Welcome to staff new to St. Mary’s this term:

We welcome the following new teachers to St. Mary’s: 
· Mr Duncan Roberts as Student Progress Leader (Y8), teaching Geography and PE

· Mr Robert Sugden as Subject Leader in Geography

· Mr Mark Winfield as Advanced Skills Teacher in Maths

· Mr Christopher Finch and Dr Kirsty Gordon as Teachers of Maths

· Miss Hannah Davies as Teacher of English

· Miss Laura Hall and Miss Emma Atkinson as Teachers of Science 

· Mrs Helen Humphries as Teacher of Health & Social Care

· Miss Fiona Curtlin as Teacher of Art

The following members of staff join our support team: Mrs Leigh Leversha (Admin Assistant), Mrs Claire Atkinson (Assistant Cook), Miss Rebecca Topps (Chef Manager), Mr Graham Wise (Handyman/Cleaner), Mrs Nicola Sloan (Study Supervisor), Miss Elizabeth Bridger (Faculty Assistant, Communications), Mrs Anne Chevalier (Faculty Assistant).
Miss Kate Batterbury, Youth Ministry Worker, has been appointed to work from the parish of Our Lady and All Saints, Otley.  Kate will be closely involved in working with all pupils at St. Mary’s.
I am sure our recent appointments will make a very positive contribution to the continued good work and success at St. Mary’s. 

Congratulations

We extend our congratulations to Mrs Garrett and Mrs Whitehurst (formerly Miss Rafter) who were both married during the summer holidays.  May God’s blessing be upon them both.

Exam Results: Much to celebrate
At Advanced Level: 

Outstanding results were achieved by our Year 13 students.  The average points score per candidate of 372 exceeded our previous best results and placed St. Mary’s within the top twenty five comprehensive schools in England.  Once again the great majority of students attained their predicted grades and have been placed in their first choice university or chosen career. Students worthy of particular note include the head boy, Hector Hall, who gained As in Maths, Chemistry, History and General Studies. Hector is taking a gap year before embarking on a medical degree at Newcastle University. Tommy Bajorek will be reading Modern and Medieval Languages at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge after gaining As in Geography, History, French, German and General Studies. James Teasdale’s place at St. Benet’s College Oxford to read History was secured when he gained As in History and English Literature and Bs in Chemistry and General Studies. Reissa Hindmarch gained As in History, English Language, English Literature and General Studies. Reissa will be reading English Literature at Newcastle University. Nick Albrow gained As in History, Government and Politics, Religious Studies and General Studies. Nick will read Politics and Modern History at Manchester University following his gap year.  
At GCSE:

Another very commendable set of results were achieved by our year 11 students.  89% of students gained at least 5 or more A*-C grades, 22 students being awarded at least 10 A* and A grades with Rachel Darlow, Sian Dempsey and Lizzie Gaskin gaining 9 A* grades, Greg Weir and Robert Ward achieved 10 and 11 A* grades respectively 
I am particularly pleased to note that in addition to almost 80% of the cohort achieving 5+A*-C grades including English and Maths, over 70% of the year group managed to gain an ‘A’ grade in one or more subjects.  

However, we believe that a number of students were not awarded grades which matched their potential in English.  We are therefore requesting a review of marking by the AQA examinations board, which will take place during this term.
At Key Stage 3:

Eventually we received the marks for the Key Stage 3 tests carried out last May. I am pleased to report that over 90% of the year group achieved at least level 5 in each of the core subjects.  Well over 50% of pupils achieved level 7 in Mathematics, indicating the great potential which exists within the year group.  Individual results have been processed and will be issued to pupils to bring home within the next week. 
Overall, the results provide clear evidence of hard work and very good teaching and learning taking place throughout the school.  Congratulations to the students and thanks to colleagues and parents for the support and encouragement provided at every opportunity.
Year 7 Days of Welcome and Mass of Welcome
A letter has been sent to parents of Year 7 students about the Days of Welcome which begin with 7 Clitherow on Thursday and 7 Dickenson on Friday this week at St Aidan’s in Baildon.  The purpose of these days is to welcome our new pupils into our school community and introduce them to the spiritual life at St. Mary’s.
A Mass of Welcome will take place at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 24 September.  All Year 7 pupils and their families are welcome.  Refreshments will be served after the Mass.
Photos: Years 7 and 10

Parents of students in Years 7, 10 and 12 should receive a photopack with this General Letter.  Y13 have received a pack in this morning’s assembly. Photos will be taken on Friday 19 September.

Year 8 Monitors

Parents of Year 8 students will receive a letter about the opportunity to be a monitor for the school office with this general letter.
Year 10 Key Stage 4 Study Skills Evening: Wednesday 17 September at 7.00 pm
Parents of Year 10 students will receive a letter about the KS4 Study Skills evening with this General Letter.

Year 11 Students at Lunchtimes

Parents of Year 11 students have received a letter about leaving the school premises at lunchtimes.

Pastoral Leaders

Our well established and successful pastoral system is based on year teams of tutors working with form groups led by a student progress leader.  For 2008/09 the appropriate staff to be contacted for any issues regarding welfare and academic progress are as shown below:
Year 7:
Miss Watson


Year 8:
Mr Roberts


Year 9:
Dr Pick 
Year 10: Mr Priestley


Year 11: Mrs Kirkham 


Year 12: Mr Smickersgill
Year 13: Mrs North
The development of pupils in years 7 to 11 is overseen by Miss Anderson, and in the sixth form by Mrs Sayers.  Further support is provided by our pastoral managers, Mrs Davies (Years 7-10) and Mrs Andrews (Years 11-13).
Citizenship Programme

As part of our Citizenship Programme Sixth Form students will be helping to support the work of form tutors.  They will attend registration from Tuesday to Friday to help mentor the younger pupils and help with tasks such as planner checks.  Sensitive issues should continue to be put in writing or communicated by telephone to form tutors or progress leaders.

Lourdes Re-union Mass and Walsingham Pilgrimage
· Staff and students who were involved in the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes in the summer will meet for a Reunion Mass on Thursday 11 September at 6.30 pm at St. John Fisher in Harrogate.
· Preparation is underway for 14 Year 11 students to participate in the Walsingham Pilgramage. Students will attend a Preparation service at St Anne’s in Leeds on Friday morning.
Parents’ Association Meeting

The first Parents’ Association meeting of the year will take place shortly: parents will be informed of the details through this letter.
Year 12 Welcome Evening: Thursday 11 September 2008
Year 12 students and their parents have been invited to a welcome evening on Thursday at 7.00pm.  Mr Smickersgill is keen to work in partnership with parents to ensure students are given appropriate guidance, support and advice.  We look forward to seeing you on Thursday.

Pupil/Student Planners 

Planners have been issued to all pupils to assist with the planning and monitoring of schoolwork.  Parents should use the planner to:

Read and sign the “Home-School Agreement”

Sign regularly to indicate the monitoring of homework, and respond to any teacher comments

Provide reasons for absence using the “Message Board” at the rear of the planner – there is no need to write separate absence letters

Bring any issues to the notice of form tutors

Look for opportunities to praise children following notification of merits and commendations.

School Calendar and Open Day
A school calendar is issued with this letter.  Our Open Day is on Saturday 4 October, from 11.00 am to 2.00 pm, to which all parents are cordially invited to see the work of the school.  Please note our next training day is on Friday 10 October when the school is closed to pupils.  

Bambisanani Partnership: CD Collection for Sale on Open Day

We want any unwanted CDs, DVD and PS2 Computer Games (but not videos) to raise money for our work in South Africa.  Last year we raised over £1000 by selling such items at the Open Day on Saturday 4 October and we would like to do the same again this year.  The money raised will help fund orphans into school and purchase much needed equipment for Mnyakanya School.  Items should be handed in at Pupil Reception.  Thank you in anticipation of yet another fantastic response.
PE Extra Curricular Activities

For your information please find overleaf a timetable of extra-curricular activities which will be offered during the coming year.  All practices are from 3.00pm – 4.15pm unless otherwise stated.  
School Uniform
Pupils are expected to come to school correctly attired in full school uniform.  In all aspects of appearance our aim is for personal smartness.  We hope that parents will support us in realising our high expectations.  

Lockers

Lockers are available to provide secure storage for all pupils.  Form tutors have allocated lockers to all students together with their location.  The charge for these lockers is £5.00 to be paid by Year 7 pupils and those starting school in other year groups.  Payment should be placed in the grey box opposite the small hall in an envelope clearly marked ‘Locker Money’ with name and form.  Once the fee has been paid, the locker should remain available for the pupil’s entire time at St. Mary’s.  
Traffic Control

Please would parents use the pupil drop-off bays in the new school car park at the beginning and end of the school day and when collecting students from Pupil Reception for appointments during the day.  Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.

Charging Policy

The School’s ‘Charging Policy for School Activities’ was reviewed by the Governors in July 2008.  Parents are advised to familiarise themselves with the policy, which can be accessed at www.stmarysmenston.com/Information/SchoolPolicies. Hard copies can be requested from Mrs G Osborne, Business & Finance Manager, e-mail: osborng01@leedslearning.net.
St. Mary’s Diner: Meal of the Day

For your information, Meal of the Day and vegetarian option available over the next five school days are:

Wednesday
Moussaka 




Vegetable Moussaka
Thursday
Roast Pork and Apple Sauce


Roasted Squash Risotto
Friday

Haddock Fish Cakes with Parsley Sauce
Red Onion and Feta Quiche
Monday 
Sweet Chilli Chicken Drummers


Cheese and Onion Quiche
Tuesday
Lasagne




Vegetable Lasagne
Payment for School Meals

Payments made by cheque for school meals should be made payable to ‘Leeds City Council’ and placed in the dinner money box located outside the main office.

Vacancy

There is currently a vacancy for a General Catering Assistant to work alongside our Chef Manager in the production of homemade, fresh school meals.  The role is for 20 hours per week, term time only plus 5 training days, paid at £6.17 per hour.  Further details are available from the website or contact Amanda Whelan for an application pack.  Closing data for applications is Friday 26 September.
Yours sincerely
M Pyle, Headteacher
PE Extra Curricular Activities Autumn Term 2008 (3.00 – 4.15 pm)
	
	Gymnasium
	Sports Hall
	Top Yard
	Top Fields
	Bottom Fields
	Tennis Courts

	Monday 

After School
	Netball

U13

Mrs Holdsworth
	Netball
U14

Miss Twigg
	
	Girls’ Football    Mr Dockerty
	Rugby 

U15 Mr Steele

Football 

U13 Mr Nutt
	Tennis 

U12

Mr Brown

	Tuesday 

After School
	Netball
U12

Miss Anderson
	Netball
U15

Mrs Pounder
	Hockey
U13 / U14

Miss Watson

Mrs Pounder
	Football
U18

Mr Geldart
	Rugby
- U18 Mr Thornton

- U14 Mr Smithson

- U13 Mr Roberts

- U12 Mr Green

- Girls Miss Gilfillan 
	Tennis 

Y8–Y10 

Mr Brown

	Wednesday After School
	Circ. Training

All Years

Mr Geldart
	Netball Seniors & U16

Mrs North
	
	Football
U12

Mr King
	Football 

U15 Mr Slowey
	Squad Tennis
U13 U15

Mr Brown

	Thursday After School
	
	Trampolining
Y9 / Y10 Girls 
Mr King

Badminton 

Y8–11 Mr Green
	Hockey
Seniors/U15

Miss Watson
	
	Football
- U14 Mr Chattoe

- U16 Mr Smithson
	

	Friday 

After School
	
	
	
	
	
	Open Tennis

5 –7 Mr Brown
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