Dear Parents









22 September 2009

General Letter No 3
Study Skills Evening

Year 10 students and parents are invited to a meeting tomorrow evening, Wednesday, 23 September to outline requirements at Key Stage 4.  The evening commences at 7pm in the Hall with a presentation until approximately 7.30pm.  There will then be an opportunity for parents and students to visit individual subject areas, where they can meet with subject representatives.
Instrumental/Voice Lessons
Instrumental and voice lessons have now been running for two weeks.  Could parents please encourage their children to take their instrument and books to school on the designated day.  Timetables for this half term are displayed outside the music classrooms.

If your child is having school instrumental/vocal lessons, they are encouraged to participate in one of our lunchtime clubs.  We also welcome students having private lessons.

	Tuesday
	1.15-1.45
	H3
	Senior Orchestra - Grade 3+ for strings and brass, Grade 4 for woodwind

	Tuesday
	1.15-1.45
	H2
	Pop Choir – all singers welcome – you do not have to be receiving voice lessons to join 

	Wednesday
	1.15-1.45
	H3
	Junior Band – beginners to approximately Grade 3 standard – strings, brass and woodwind

	Thursday
	1.15-1.45
	H3
	Senior Choir – singing in harmony – experience required – Years 9-13 

	Friday
	1.15-1.45
	H3
	Jazz Band – Pop/Rock and Jazz repertoire – All welcome

	
	
	
	

	Guitar Club starting in the next two weeks


Holidays During Term Time
Please be aware that parents are required to make request in writing, should they wish to take holidays during term time.  Regulations stipulate that only a maximum of 10 days in one school year can be authorised.  Forms are available from Mrs Davis, via Pupil Reception.  Parents should be aware that significant assessments which contribute to public examinations grades take place throughout the school year.
Internal Assessment

As previously notified via our School Calendar, internal assessment and examinations are scheduled as follows:-

	Y7
	Week commencing 7 June

	Y8
	Week commencing 7 June

	Y9
	4-7 May

	Y10
	Week commencing 25 January

	Y11
	Trial examinations from 8-15 December


Public examination dates involving Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 are published separately.
HPV Immunisations

HPV immunisations will take place in school tomorrow for Year 8, Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 girls.
Year 7 Days of Welcome
Forms 7F and 7G will take part in the Days of Welcome on Thursday, 24September and Friday, 25 September respectively at St. Aidan’s in Baildon.  The purpose of these days is to welcome our new pupils into our school community and introduce them to the spiritual life at St. Mary’s.  A reminder that  the Year 7 Mass of Welcome will take place on Wednesday, 30 September at 7.00pm.  All Year 7 pupils and their families are welcome to attend. 
National Praise for Outstanding Young Leaders
6th Form students Bethany and Rebecca Harrison have been praised by the Youth Sport Trust for their recent Sports Leadership and Volunteering at the UK School Games in Cardiff.  The girls were selected nationally to provide support at the prestigious event because of their outstanding commitment to Sports Leadership and Volunteering at school and the wider community.

Outstanding young Sports Leaders from around the world provided support at the event for UK’s elite young athletes as a build up to the London 2012 Olympics.

Significantly, one of the international students selected to volunteer was Ndulozo Khanyile from our partner school in South Africa.  Ndulozo was initially trained as a Sports Leader by St. Mary’s students two years ago.

In a letter from the Youth Sport Trust, all three students were praised for their work and the fact that they were outstanding ambassadors!  St. Mary’s was also praised for the excellent leadership and volunteering development work happening in the school. 
Books for Schools and Box Tops for Books
St. Mary’s takes part in both these schemes, which provide free titles in exchange for tokens collected.

If you read The Times or the Sunday Times, autumn term tokens are available until 6 December with four tokens in The Sunday Times News Review, three tokens in The Times on Saturday and one token each day in Times 2 from Monday to Friday.  Box Tops for Books tokens are on the tops of Nestle cereal packets.

Please collect as many tokens as you can and give them to your child to put in the special collecting boxes at Pupil Reception, or pass to Mrs Nixon in the Library.  The deadline for collection of tokens is 11 December.

Both these schemes are worthwhile enterprises, which help to continue to ensure that our students have access to some of the very best titles available, encouraging them to read and improve their literacy.

Congratulations
Many congratulations to Year 10 student Dan Le Roux who was selected at the weekend to represent West Yorkshire in the forthcoming Inter-District Rugby Festival in York on 27 September.  The Festival will give Dan the opportunity to be selected for County trials in December.

Walsingham Pilgrimage

Next Saturday, 26 September a group of students and staff will represent St. Mary’s on the Leeds Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham 2009.  Along with other Catholic high schools, St. Mary’s will process their cross along the Holy mile.  Mrs Findlay will lead our group and asks for our prayers as the group pray for our school community.

Open Day

The School’s Open Day will take place from 11.00-2.00 on Saturday, 10 October.  All members of the St. Mary’s community are invited.  It is expected that all students will participate in the activities taking place in the school on Open Day; all of who have volunteered to help will bring home a letter for parent’s signature.

I hope that not only parents and families but also past pupils, parishioners and members of the local community will take the opportunity to visit St. Mary’s on Open Day and see some of the excellent work in progress and sample the highly popular food available in the ‘School Diner’.
Bambisanani Partnership: CD Collection for Sale on Open Day
We would like any unwanted CDs, DVD and PS2 Computer games (but not videos) to raise money for our work in South Africa.  These will be sold on Open Day.  The money raised will help fund orphans into school and purchase much needed equipment for Mnyakanya School.  Items should be handed in at Pupil Reception.  Thank you in anticipation of yet another fantastic response.
St. Mary’s Diner
The menu available for the next five schools days is as follows:-
Wednesday
Lamb Hot Pot with Carrots

Mushroom Stroganoff with Steamed Brown Rice and Spinach
Jacket Potato with Cheese and Beans

Mixed Fruit Crumble and Custard
Thursday
St. Aidan’s Beef Burger with Potato Wedges and Mixed Salad
Baked Vegetable Tarte Tatin with New Potatoes and Mixed Salad

Jacket Potato with Cheese and Beans

Bread and Butter Pudding

Friday

Beef and Ale Pie with Roast Potatoes and Broccoli

Seafood Pie with Mixed Vegetables and New Potatoes

Jacket Potato with Cheese and Beans

Jam Sponge and Custard

Monday

Meat and Potato Pie with Confit Potatoes and Broccoli

Chicken Rogan Josh with Egg Fried Rice and Spinach

Jacket Potato with Mixed Vegetable Curry

Chocolate Sponge and Custard
Tuesday
Honey Roast Bacon Loin with New Potatoes, Peas and Sweetcorn
Stir-fry Vegetables with Soft Egg Noodles

Jacket Potato with Mixed Vegetable Curry

Treacle Sponge and Custard
Yours sincerely
M Pyle
Headteacher
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