Dear Parents









       6 October 2009

General Letter No 5
Year 7 Days of Welcome
The last of our Days of Welcome take place this week with 7 Sherwin on Thursday and 7 Wharton on Friday at St. Aidan’s in Baildon.  The purpose of these days is to welcome our new pupils into our school community and introduce them to spiritual life at St. Mary’s.  Those pupils who have already participated in their Day of Welcome have enjoyed the opportunity to spend time with their form tutor and other members of their class.
Year 7 Mass of Welcome
We were delighted to see so many parents and students at the Year 7 Mass of Welcome on Wednesday, 30 September.  The occasion was a wonderfully uplifting event.  The musicians and readers showed the school in a great light.     
Open Day, Saturday 10 October

We look forward to seeing you at the School’s Open Day on Saturday, 4 October from 11.00am-2.00pm.  Please take the opportunity to visit St. Mary’s and see some of the excellent work in progress.

It is expected that all students will participate in the activities taking place in the school on Open Day; all of who have volunteered to help will bring home a letter for parent’s signature.  Later in the term, on Monday, 7 December, school is closed in lieu of the time given on Open Day.
Year 11 Parents’ Consultation

The first of our Year 11 consultations take place for parents and students in Clitherow, Dickenson, Fisher and Gwyn this afternoon, commencing at 4.00pm.  Apologies for the late notice of appointments.  Our computerised system was not working as smoothly as usual.  We are grateful for parents making arrangements to attend this important event.   Arrangements for next week, when appointments have been made on Wednesday, 14 October for parents and students in More, Postgate, Sherwin and Wharton, are in hand.   
The Visit of the Relics of St. Thérèse of Lisieux

St. Mary’s pupils have been very involved in the various masses, liturgies and activities celebrating the visit to St. Anne’s Cathedral of the Relics of St. Thérèse.

On Saturday and Sunday, students were on the streets of Leeds distributing ‘little flowers’ which were made by the primary schools of the diocese.  They joined the youth service music group for the vigil mass on Saturday evening with some staying for the all night vigil.  On Monday, St. Mary’s was again represented at the departure liturgy while a great number of our Year 13 students served as marshalls to the event.

CAFOD Harvest Fast Day

The CAFOD harvest fast day collection raised approximately £200.  This followed an excellent assembly by our Year 12 CAFOD group.  Well done.   
South African Partnership

In supporting our work with Mnyakanya School in South Africa we will again be holding a CD, DVD, PS2 games sale on Open Day.  We would like everyone in school to try and bring in at least two unwanted items to donate.  Please hand items in at Pupil Reception.  Money raised will help fund Aids orphans into school, providing much needed equipment and support.  Please make every effort to help – your support will make a real difference. 

Aireborough Extended Services Survey

Parents and carers who live or have children who attend school in Aireborough (Rawdon, Yeadon, Guiseley) are asked to complete the attached survey and return it to school (Pupil Reception) by Friday, 16 October.

Approved Term Dates 2010-11

The Education Leeds school calendar sent out with the General Letter last week was for information only.  We will inform you as soon as the 2010/11 term dates and Training Days have been approved by St. Mary’s Governors.  
HPV Immunisations
Letters will today be sent home to parents of Year 8, 10 and 11 girls regarding the recent publicity concerning the HPV immunisations.  The letter will hopefully reassure parents over the safety of the vaccine.
International Honours

Congratulations to Luke Hendrie who has been selected to play for the England U16 Football team.  Luke also plays for Manchester United U16’s and captained the team in a recent international tournament.  Luke is the third St. Mary’s student in the last three years to play for England U16’s or U19’s.  His first game will be against Wales on Thursday, 15 October. 

Lieder Concert

On Friday, 2 October a group of Year 8 pupils sang in a Lieder Concert at the West Yorkshire Playhouse, performing alongside pupils from Roundhay, Allerton Grange, Leeds Grammar and Woodkirk schools.  Mary Morris, Mary Crotty, Francesca Brett, Molly Jones, Niamh Roberts, Caroline Turnbull and Eleanor Thompson sang beautifully and their performance was a credit to the school.  Special thanks to Mrs Chapman for co-ordinating the event and Miss Semple for running rehearsals.

Visits
· A group of students will take part in the Lourdes Re-Union Mass at St. Austin’s Church in Wakefield on Wednesday, 7 October
· On Thursday, 8 October four students will take part in the next round of the “School’s Got Talent” competition run by the Education Leeds City Learning Centres.  First round auditions were held in June and the four soloist singers from St. Mary’s were selected.  Should they be successful on Thursday they will be asked to take part in a third and final round later this term.  
St. Mary’s Diner
The menu available for the next five schools days is as follows:-
Wednesday
Tandoori Chicken Leg with Egg Steamed Rice
Stir Fry Vegetables with Soft Egg Noodles

Jacket Potato with Coronation Turkey, Apricots and Toasted Almonds

Bread and Butter Pudding with Custard

Thursday
Beef Burger with Wedges and Mixed Side Salad

Mixed Mushroom Risotto, Spinach and Mixed Side Salad 

Raspberry Sponge with Custard

Friday

Fish Mornay with Chive Potatoes and Green Beans

Vegetable and Lentil Curry with Egg Steamed Rice

Jacket Potato with Cheese and Beans
Rice Pudding with Raspberry Sauce

Monday

Turkey, Ham and Mushroom Pie with New Potatoes, Peas and Glazed Carrots
Spaghetti Bolognaise with Peas

Jacket Potato with Cheese and Beans

Treacle Sponge and Custard

Tuesday
Lamb and Vegetable Hot Pot with Broccoli
Stuffed Pepper with Goat’s Cheese, Mixed Vegetables and Watercress Sauce

Jacket Potato with Cheese and Beans

Jam Sponge and Custard

Yours sincerely
 M Pyle
Headteacher
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