Dear Parents









      24 November 2009
General Letter No 11
GCSE Presentation Evening
We were delighted to welcome so many students and their families to our GCSE Presentation Evening last Thursday.  Our guest speak Gervase Phinn entertained everyone with an incredibly humorous yet poignant speech.

Individual award winners were:

	Art
	Daniel Horsfall
	History
	Callum Monaghan

	Business Studies
	Christopher Overton
	ICT
	Andrew Duxbury

	Drama
	Georgina Byrne
	Mathematics
	Bethany Brown

	English Language
	Catherine Stanford
	Media  Studies
	Lloyd Cunningham

	English Literature
	Gemma Pennock
	Music
	Patrick Smith

	Food Technology
	Georgina Wilkinson
	Performing Arts
	Daniel Bendjelloul

	French
	Patrick Kirkham
	PE
	Demi-Jo Morgan Leatham

	German
	Frances Gormley
	Product Design
	Gemma Collier

	Geography
	Lizzie Roberto
	Religious Education
	Eleanor Klejnow

	Health and Social
	Stacey Atkins
	Science
	Georgina Huggon

	
	
	Separate Sciences
	Francesca Wright


Special prizes were also awarded:
	Michelle Stott Memorial Award for PE
	Clare Higgins

	Highest Points Score at GCSE
	Sam McKay

	Highest Average Points Score at GCSE
	Patrick Kirkham

	Highest Average Points Score at GCSE
	Georgina Huggon

	Greatest Progress from KS3 to GCSE
	Luke Gaunt

	Rotary Club Community Award
	Ed Knox

	Rotary Club Community Award
	Ben Allan

	Sports College Award for Excellence in Sport
	Josh Farrell

	Sports College Award for Excellence in Sport
	Isabelle Ayers

	Mathematics Faculty Award for Outstanding Student Leadership
	Joseph Dykes

	Science Faculty Award for Outstanding Student Leadership 
	Andrew Wilkins

	Creative Faculty Award for Outstanding Student Leadership
	Joe Broscombe-Adams

	PE Faculty Award for Outstanding Student Leadership
	Ed Knox

	Communications Faculty Award for Outstanding Student Leadership 
	Siobhan Fisher

	Humanities Faculty Award for Outstanding Student Leadership
	Cameron Glennon

	Conduct Cup
	11 Gwyn

	Attendance Shield
	11 Postgate


Advent Appeal

The Sixth Form Fancy Dress Day on Friday marks the start of our Advent Appeal where all members of the School Community put a great deal of effort into fund-raising for our charities: St. Gemma’s Hospice, Catholic Care, Cafod, Martin House and our partner school in South Africa, Mnyakanya High School.

The cashless catering system means that many pupils come to school without money and do not have access to small change after lunch.  Please be generous and provide your child with some pocket money to contribute to the advent activities.

· Sixth Form students will contribute £10 each to support a sponsored fancy dress on Friday

· A wide variety of charity activities will take place during Advent such as bun sales, X Factor Competition 

· Sixth Form ‘Rich Man, Poor Man’ lunch which will take place on Thursday , 10 December 

· We are busy preparing for our Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party on Friday, 11 December.  We are collecting gifts to send the senior members of our community away with a festive hamper.  Pupils are asked to ‘make up’ these hampers by donating non-perishable items of food (basic and luxury items).  Gift donations for a raffle on the day will also be much appreciated and can be handed in to either Pupil Reception or to Form Tutors.

Poppy Appeal

Our annual Poppy Appeal raised £186.00 for the Royal British Legion.

Parent Governor Vacancy

A vacancy has arisen for a Parent Governor at the school to which any parent is entitled to stand as a candidate.   A letter explaining nomination procedures along with an application form can be found in the ‘General Letter’ section of the school website.   The deadline  for applications is Wednesday, 2 December .  
Year 8 Residential

For those parents who have chosen to pay for the Year 8 Residential by instalments, a reminder that the next payment of £70 is due by 30 November.

Year 12 Parental Consultations 

Year 12 Parental Consultation meetings will take place on Wednesday, 9 December.  Appointment schedules will be issued in due course.  
Year 9 Parental Consultations
Year 9 Parental Consultation meetings take place on Thursday for Clitherow, Dickenson, Fisher and Gwyn.  Consultations for those students in More, Postgate, Sherwin and Wharton will take place on Tuesday, 
1 December.    

Services of Reconciliation
Services of Reconciliation commence this week where all students are given the opportunity to attend a service and confession.  As ever, we are grateful to the priests of the Deanery for leading our services at St. Mary’s.

Examinations and Assessment Grades

· Year 11 students will sit trial examinations from 8 December to 15 December.  Examination schedules along with a covering letter will be issued on Thursday
· Assessment grades for pupils in years 7 to 10 have been collated and will be issued today

Year 7 RADS Testing
A letter has been sent to Parents of Year 7 students regarding the annual RADS health and fitness assessments which will take place on Thursday, 3 December.  Please send back the reply slip if you do not wish your son/daughter to take part in the assessments. 

The process is very important to the Leeds Education Authority in providing crucial data to plot the progress of young peoples’ fitness and health across all Leeds high schools.  In addition, pupils identified as potentially talented (30 students across the City) will be invited to attend follow-up sessions at John Charles Centre in the New Year.

In addition, this year the LEA are keen to re-visit the present Year 11 students who were assessed five years ago in Year 7.  This testing will take place on Tuesday, 2 February 2010.
Visits

A group of 39 students and three members of staff will participate in the second of our World Challenge Training Expeditions in Buxton over the weekend in preparation for the World Challenge Expedition in 2010 to Peru.
St. Mary’s Diner
The menu available for the next five schools days is as follows:-
Wednesday
Seafood Pie with Mixed Vegetables and New Potatoes

BBQ Pork Loin with Cauliflower Cheese, Broccoli and Confit Potatoes

Rhubarb Fool

Thursday
Hungarian Beef Stew with Soft Egg Noodles and Peas
Baked Vegetables Tarte Tatin with New Potatoes and Mixed Salad

Bread and Butter Pudding
Friday
Sweet Lamb Casserole with Autumn Vegetables and Savoury Rice
Vegetable and Lentil Curry with Egg Steamed Rice, Spinach and Garlic Naan Bread

Raspberry Sponge and Custard
Monday

Beef Carbonade with Soft Egg Noddles and Spinach
Chicken Burger with Fries and Relish

Mixed Fruit Crumble and Custard
Tuesday
Lamb and Vegetable Casserole with Carrots and New Potatoes

Roasted Vegetables and Pulses with Herbed Cous Cous

Raspberry Sponge and Custard

Yours sincerely
M Pyle
Headteacher
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