Dear Parents









      15 December 2009
General Letter No 13
Advent Appeal

The total collected so far for this year’s Advent Appeal is over £5,000.  It is important to keep the contributions flowing during this last week of term.

· Form events such as the Basketball Shoot have been completed and students are now busy collecting sponsorship monies from family and friends for the Advent Appeal.  The Rich Man/Poor Man lunch was well attended where students and staff enjoyed either a bowl of soup or a wonderful three course meal.  This event was organised by the Sixth Form students, ably supported by our Chaplaincy Team.
· Winners of the Marks and Spencer Christmas hampers will be notified on Thursday

We thank all our students, staff, families and friends for supporting our Advent Appeal and giving so generously.

Organ Transplant Awareness

Earlier this term, we received a letter from Mrs Filarowski, mother of Thomas in Year 8.  She informed us that Tom’s baby sister is alive and well due to a successful heart transplant.  The family are keen that St. Mary’s students realise the vital role played by organ donation and that as many of our community as possible consent to becoming organ donors.

Next term we hope that Year 8 pupils will provide ideas for an organ donation awareness scheme that can be successfully communicated throughout the school.  This could become a very worthy cause for 2010.

Publications:  As the terms draws to a close, I should like to bring the enclosed publications to your attention.
· St. Mary’s Governors’ Report to Parents
On behalf of the governors we are pleased to present you with a copy of the annual report for 2008/09.  I am sure you will agree that St. Mary’s can be justly proud of the progress made across a wide range of school activities.  Please note that the report relates to activities and events up to the end of August 2009.

· Inner vision
Our school newsletter provides broad and topical coverage of many aspects of school life.  We are very grateful to all contributors and also to the editorial team for producing such an interesting, well presented publication.

· Pastoral Letters

Pastoral letters from the Student Progress Leader for each year have been issued today with this General Letter.

Year 8 Residential

A reminder for those parents paying for the Residential by instalments, the second payment of £70 was due at the end of November. For those parents who have not already done so, please send a cheque to school as soon as possible.
Parent Governor
Nominations were received for the Parent Governor vacancy at school.  Further information regarding a ballot will be issued to parents in the New Year.

Christmas Dinner

Christmas Dinner will be served to students tomorrow by our Catering team with the help of members of staff.  For those students who have chosen not to have a Christmas Dinner, alternative food options will be available.  
A Level Presentation Evening 
The presentation of A Level Certificates will take place on Thursday, 17 December at 7.00pm.  This is anticipated to be a very enjoyable occasion when we welcome back former students to celebrate their achievements and successes.  We are delighted that Professor Gerald Pillay, Vice-Chancellor and Rector of Liverpool Hope University has accepted our invitation to attend as guest speaker for the evening 

Christmas Carol Concert and Carol Services
Last evening’s Carol Concert at Leeds Trinity University College was a most enjoyable event.  Thank you to all staff
and students who contributed to such polished performances.  It was without doubt an uplifting and joyous occasion.  On Friday morning we hold three Carol Services in school for all pupils.  These services provide a religious focus at the beginning of the Christmas break.
Senior Citizens Christmas Party

Last Friday we were delighted to host our annual community Christmas Party.  Our guests were treated to entertainment from our school choir, along with some splendid raffle prizes and luxury hampers comprising donated items from each tutor group.  Special thanks to our Year 12 students and Health and Social Care students who were involved in the organisation of this wonderful event.  Our gratitude is extended to pupils, parents and staff, whose generosity allows this event to happen.

Lost Property
A large number of items remain unclaimed in lost property.  Any student wishing to look for lost items should go to H4 at 1.30pm.  Any items left over will be taken to local charity shops.

Sporting Success
· Congratulations to Jordan Sinnott who has been offered a professional football contract with Huddersfield Town FC after his GCSE examinations.  Jordan has made tremendous progress this year in so many ways and we wish him well on his two year scholarship programme

· Congratulations to Year 8 student Sam Hollingdrake-Hughes who won a Gold and Silver medal in the Tang Soo Do Northern England Championships.  His Gold medal was in the ‘Formation’ class and Silver was for ‘Free Fighting’. Sam is a member of the ‘Pudsey Tang Soo Do’ Club.  Next year Sam will perform in the National Championships in Watford
· Year 10 students Erin Crotty and Isabel Pickles and Georgia Malir of Year 9 have been selected for the West Yorkshire Hockey squad.  Well done to all the girls!
· Congratulations to the Year 10 Hockey Team who won the Leeds Schools tournament, beating Benton Park 

2-1 in the final.  The team consisted of Isabelle Pickles (Captain),  Beth Glennon, Beth Pounder, Maisie Sammon, Zoe Inman, Aine Donnelly, Eve Boardman, Ellie Smith, Rhiannon Kelly, Niamh Connor, Briege Hanlon, Cait Hanstock.  Well done to all the girls.  
Message from Chaplaincy Team

The Chaplaincy Team wishes everyone a happy and holy Christmas and invites you to pray together the following Christmas Prayer.

Source of divine Light, Emmanuel, God-with-us,

your radiant love illuminated our waiting world

with the surprise of your Bethlehem birth.

Each year since then we celebrate this astonishing event, 

rejoicing in your coming anew, not as a newborn Babe,

but as the hidden presence of divinity contained within each of us.

To our great astonishment, we have become your dwelling place.

We are now your Bethlehem.

Now you are Treasure birthed in the secret place of our soul.

Now you are Light gleaming through gestures of generosity.

Now you are Hope radiating inside the core of our courage.

Now you are Joy shining into the dark caves of our gloom.

Now you are Peace glowing quietly in the crevice of our anxiety.

Now you are Love brilliantly reflected within our kindness.

O Christ, Light of all lights, Star of all stars, 

dweller within these human homes of ours, 

open our wandering minds and hesitant hearts

so your endless goodness radiates more completely in us.

We welcome you again and again, with gratitude and trust,

not only in this Christmas season  of remembrance and celebration

but all through the new year that awaits us.

· Joyce Rupp

Early Finish at Christmas

School will finish at 1.00pm on Friday, 18 December.  As neither snacks at break nor lunches will be served on Friday, you may wish to provide your child with a substantial snack that will keep them going until they arrive home.  A packed lunch will be available to students who normally receive free school meals.  School re-opens at the usual time on Monday, 4 January.
ADVANCE NOTICE

Monday, 4 January

School Re-Opens

Wednesday, 6 January

Year 7 Form Tutor Interviews

Monday, 11 January

AS/A2 Exams until 3 February

Thursday, 14 January

4pm – Y8 CDFG Parental Consultation

Friday, 15 January

Year 11 Reports due





10am – Year 9 Mass

Tuesday, 19 January

4pm – Year 8 MPSW Parental Consultation Evening

Monday, 25 January

Year 10 Exam Week (5 days)

Tuesday, 26 January

Sixth Form Open Evening

Wednesday, 27 January

1st Year 11 Residential, Myddelton Grange – returns Friday, 29 January

Wednesday, 3- 5 Feb

7pm – Jesus Christ Superstar

Tuesday, 11 February

10am
- Year 8 Mass

Friday, 12 February

Consortium Training Day
Changes for the New Year

We are pleased to welcome Mrs Burrows who returns to teach History following maternity leave.  We are grateful to Mr Albrow who has taught Mrs Burrows classes during her absence.

Mr Lipinski is taking up a post in Harrogate following the period of cover he has provided in the Religious Education Department.  We keenly anticipate Mrs Askew returning at some point in January following a long absence due to illness.  She will resume her duties in the Religious Education Department

My own situation also changes in January, having been asked to act as Headteacher at St. Wilfrid’s, Featherstone for the spring and summer term.  The Governors agreed to the request by the Diocese for my secondment safe in the knowledge that St. Mary’s is led by a very effective and experienced senior team and that our school is secure in its developments.  Mrs McMahon will be Acting Headteacher, with Mr Rothwell as senior Deputy.  Other role changes include Miss Garrett as Acting Deputy Head and Miss Anderson taking on additional whole school responsibilities.  To accommodate these changes, Miss Henderson will help to lead the English Department, Mr Priestley will become Senior Pastoral Leader and Mr Chattoe will assume occasional Head of Year responsibilities.

I am in my thirteenth year as Headteacher at St. Mary’s so the move will be a significant change for me.  During my time here I have been blessed to work amongst hundreds of wonderful pupils, highly supportive parents, talented and committed staff and wise Governors.  I know that the spirit of the school will continue to flourish during my absence and the good work will continue.

Best wishes for a happy and holy Christmas.  We look forward to a successful 2010.

Yours sincerely
M Pyle
Headteacher
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