Dear Parents









    12 January 2010
General Letter No 15
Adverse Weather Conditions

Whilst we will endeavour to keep St. Mary’s open at all times, conditions could arise which will necessitate closure.  In the event of severe weather, parents are asked to tune into Radio Leeds or Radio Aire for the list of school closures.  A closure message will also be posted on the home page of the school website (www.stmarysmenston.com).  When the site is open during adverse weather conditions, priority pedestrian access routes and circulation routes around school will be cleared and gritted.  On arrival at school, pupils should follow clear routes into Pupil Reception from the bus bay or via the pedestrian crossing in the main car park.  Some areas such as playgrounds may be designated out of bounds depending on daily conditions.  
Public Examinations

Examinations for Sixth Form students began yesterday and continue until Wednesday, 3 February.  School will be open for all exams, even if it is reported that school is closed to all other students.  Candidates should make every effort to attend.  

Year 11 Post 16 Opportunities

Year 11 Form Tutor Interviews will take place this week due to disruption caused by the weather last week.

Parents Consultation Meetings

· Due to cancellation last week, the Year 7 Parent/Form Tutor Meetings have been rearranged for Wednesday, 27 January.  Appointments letters have been issued to parents.
· Year 8 Clitherow, Dickenson, Fisher and Gwyn Parent Consultation Meetings take place on Thursday, 14 January.

· Year 8 More, Postgate, Sherwin and Wharton Parent Consultation Meetings take place on Tuesday,    19 January.  Appointments letters were issued to parents last week.

Year 10 Immunisations

Year 10 booster immunisations will take place in school on Monday, 8 February and Tuesday, 9 February.  Please return signed consent slips to Mrs Wilson, Pupil Reception by 18 January.
For those girls who missed their HPV vaccinations in November, these immunisations will take place on Tuesday, 9 February also.
Student Absence
Please inform school by telephone if your child is absent for any reason.  If you are not able to telephone, please put a note in the blue pages of your son/daughter’s planner so that the absence can be authorised.
French Exchange Parents Information Evening

The Information Evening for parents of those students taking part in the French Exchange which was scheduled for this evening has been cancelled.  This will now take place on Wednesday, 20 January at 6.00pm in the main Hall. 
Parent Governor Vacancy

Three nominations were received before the Christmas break for the vacancy of Parent Governor at school.  A ballot is therefore now required.  A letter explaining voting procedures is attached, along with the personal 

statements provided by the three candidates.  Ballot papers should be returned by Monday, 25 January 2010. 

Yours sincerely
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C McMahon

Acting Headteacher
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