Dear Parents








          19 January 2010
General Letter No 16
School Performance Tables

St. Mary’s continues to do well in all areas but we were delighted to see that in The Independent (Thursday, 14 January 2010), St. Mary’s appears ranked 7th nationally in the Top 200 Comprehensives based on A2 average point score per pupil.  This is an outstanding result putting us well ahead of all local schools including selective fee paying schools.  I have no doubt that these A2 results reflect the excellent commitment from staff, students and parents.  I would also like to convey my appreciation for the exceptional work done on behalf of our 6th Form students by Mrs Sayers and her Sixth Form team.
Parent Consultation Meetings

· Due to cancellation last week, Parental Consultation Meetings for Year 8 Clitherow, Dickenson, Fisher and Gwyn have been rearranged for Tuesday, 9 February.  The timings of meetings already issued to parents will still apply.   

· The Year 7 Parent/Form Tutor Meetings have been rearranged for Wednesday, 27 January.  The timings of meetings already issued to parents will still apply.  
· Year 8 More, Postgate, Sherwin and Wharton Parent Consultation Meetings take place this evening from 4.00pm-6.30pm in the main Hall
Year 10 Immunisations

Year 10 booster immunisations will take place in school on Monday, 8 February and Tuesday, 9 February.  A large number of Parental Consents are still outstanding.  Please return signed consent slips to Mrs Wilson, Pupil Reception as a matter of urgency.
Advent Appeal

The total amount collected from this year’s Advent Appeal now stands at £8,200.  We are delighted to have collected such a grand total which will enable us to pass on significant amounts to our chosen charities later this year.

Year 8 Residential

A number of payments for the Year 8 Residential are still outstanding.  A reminder for those parents paying for the Residential by instalments, the third payment of £70 is due by 29 January.  For those parents who have not already done so, please send a cheque for the second instalment of £70 to school as a matter of urgency.  

School Production – Jesus Christ Superstar

Tickets for our school production of the musical “Jesus Christ Superstar” are now on general sale.  They can be purchased every break time from the ticket desk in Pupil Reception.  Full price tickets cost £7 and concessions (children, students and OAP’s) cost £5.  Cheques should be made payable to ‘St. Mary’s School’.  Please buy your tickets early to avoid disappointment as it promises to be a show which is not to be missed!

Congratulations

Congratulations to Luke Hendrie who has been offered a two year professional training contract by 

Manchester United.  Luke has played for the Manchester United U16 team for the past year and has 

also played for the England U16 team.  Luke will start full time with Manchester United when he
completes his GCSE exams. 
Year 10 Trial Exams
A separate letter and timetable regarding examinations and exams for Year 10 students is attached to this letter.
Parent/Carer Contact Information 

From February half term we are trialling the use of an SMS texting service and furthering the use of
e-mail to contact parents and carers.  This will initially be for school wide announcements and emergencies such as school closures, parents evenings etc.  In order for us to use this system, we firstly need to gather your mobile phone and e-mail details and ensure the records we currently hold are up to date.
Please submit your information, preferably by e-mail or alternatively by returning the tear off strip at the end of this page.  If e-mailing, please mark your email subject as ‘Contact Details’ and include both your and your child’s full names along with your mobile telephone number and e-mail address.  Send the e-mail to office@stmarys.co.uk.   If you are using the tear off slip below, please ensure that this is completed in full and return it to Pupil Reception.

Yours sincerely
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C McMahon

Acting Headteacher
(....................................................................................................................................................................

Parent/Carer Contact Information – Please return to Pupil Reception

Parent/Carer Name in Full  ............................................................................................................................

Children at St. Mary’s - Names in Full and Form Group  

........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................

Mobile Telephone Number for School Text Messaging  ................................................................................
E-mail address  ..............................................................................................................................................
Signed (Parent/Carer)  ........................................................................................  Date  ...............................
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