Dear Parents








            2 February 2010
General Letter No 18
Mumps

It is important for parents and students to be aware that St. Mary’s Sixth Form currently has a small number of mild cases of mumps.

Most students will be protected by the MMR vaccine.  However, should they experience any swelling of the glands, our advice is to visit their doctor for a diagnosis.

Students diagnosed with mumps should remain at home for five days from the onset of swollen glands.  Further information regarding mumps is available on the Health Protection Agency website. www.hpa.org.uk
Year 8 Choices Evening

The Year 8 Choices Evening will take place on Tuesday, 23 February as part of the process of subject choices for Year 8 students as they embark on their Key Stage 4 programme.  A letter has been sent home for parents today.  Parents have been requested to return the tear-off slip by Thursday, 11 February indicating their attendance at this important information evening.   
Sixth Form Open Evening
Thank you to our Sixth Form students and Sixth Form team, led by Director of Sixth Form Mrs Sayers, for a very successful presentation.  Thank you also to both staff members and Sixth Formers within subject areas who provided excellent information and support for Year 11 and visiting students who are choosing subjects for study at advanced level.  Evaluations indicated that parents and students found the evening both interesting and informative.  Should you require any further information, please contact Mrs Sayers or the Subject Leader at school.  Students are reminded that their option choices should be returned to Mr Rothwell by Wednesday, 10 February.

Year 10 Immunisations

Year 10 booster immunisations will take place in school on Monday, 8 February and Tuesday, 9 February.  A number of Parental Consents are still outstanding.  Completed forms are required in school whether students are having the immunisations or not.  Please return signed consent slips to Mrs Wilson, Pupil Reception as a matter of urgency.
Jesus Christ Superstar
We look forward to three evening performances on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of this week of our school production, Jesus Christ Superstar.  This promises to be an excellent production.
Year 11 Retreat

The first Year 11 Retreat took place last week from Wednesday to Friday and proved to be very successful.  Students had the opportunity to take part in prayer, reflection and meditation in order to develop greater self-awareness and deepening faith.  The second retreat takes place this week from Wednesday, 3 February to Friday, 5 February.  The staff present will be the Myddelton Grange retreat team along with Mrs Findlay, Miss Webster and Dr Pick.
African Visitors

Building on the highly successful Bambisanani Partnership developed by St. Mary’s, on Wednesday of this week we welcome a small delegation from South Africa and Ghana.  The delegation will comprise of two teachers and an Advisor from both countries.  Our visitors are keen to visit as many lessons as possible during their visit to St. Mary’s and I am sure that our students and staff will make them very welcome.

Year 7 Form Tutor/Parent Interviews
A number of parents attended the Year 7 Form Tutor/Parent Interviews last Wednesday.  These interviews gave parents the opportunity to discuss their son/daughter’s initial progress at St. Mary’s.  Formal Parent Consultations for Year 7 will take place in April.                                                                                                              
Parent Governor 

Following the recent ballot, I am pleased to announce that Mr Gareth Whelan has been appointed Parent Governor with effect from 28 January 2010.  Thanks are expressed to Mrs Dolan and Ms Beer for their interest. 
Haiti Collection 

The Cafod Haiti Relief Collection has raised a total of £767 to date.  Thank you to all parents, students and staff for your contributions.  
French Exchange

On Friday evening we welcome our visitors from the Lycee Murat as part of our French Exchange programme.   Visits are planned for next week as well as spending time in school with their Exchange partners.  I am particularly grateful to the families and staff who are hosts to our French visitors.
Half Term Break 

Following the Training Day on Friday, 12 February when school is closed to pupils, we break for half term.  We return to school on Monday, 22 February.
Yours sincerely

C McMahon 

Acting Headteacher
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