Dear Parents








            9 February 2010
General Letter No 19
More Good News

We are delighted to have been informed today that St. Mary’s has achieved yet another academic accolade.  The Specialist Schools and Academies Trust has categorised St. Mary’s as a “High Attainment” school in recognition of the summer 2009 GCSE and equivalent examinations.

We are hopeful that our present Year 11 and Year 13 students will also achieve well in their forthcoming examinations.

Jesus Christ Superstar

The only word to describe this year’s school production is sensational!  In 32 years of watching school productions, I have never witnessed such a spell-binding, professional performance.  All aspects of the production conspired to create a unique and moving experience.  Members of the cast, crew and orchestra deserve all the accolades they received.  

Thank you to all involved.  The months of rehearsals certainly paid off.  Special thanks to Miss Andrews, Mrs Chapman and Miss Marvin whose vision allows our talented students to shine.

Confirmation 2010
Candidates from all parishes will receive the sacrament in June.  This is a beginning whereby young people take on their full Christian responsibilities.  Any pupils 13 years and over in June (Year 8 and 9) are invited to register.  Please see your Parish Priest for further information.

Ash Wednesday

On Wednesday of next week we mark the start of Lent with Ash Wednesday.  Ashing services will be held in all local churches.  On our return to school, after half term, there will be a morning liturgy throughout lent and all students will be given the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Parental Consultation Meetings

Year 8 Parental Consultation Meetings for Clitherow, Dickenson, Fisher and Gwyn take place this evening from 4.00pm-6.00pm in the main Hall.

French Exchange

We welcome into school a group of forty one students and four staff from the Lycee Murat as part of our French Exchange programme.  Visits are planned for the forthcoming week for the students, as well as spending time in school with their Exchange partners.  St. Mary’s students will visit France at the beginning of May.
Year 8 Choices Evening

The Year 8 Choices Evening will take place on Tuesday, 23 February as part of the process of subject choices for Year 8 students as they embark on their Key Stage 4 programme.  Parents are asked to return the tear-off slip of the letter issued last week and return by Thursday, 11 February indicating their attendance at this important information evening.   
Haiti Collection

The Cafod Haiti Relief collection has raised a total of £802.  Thank you to all parents, students and staff for your contributions.
Year 11 Reports

Reports will be issued to Year 11 students on Wednesday afternoon.  Many students are making good progress and we anticipate high levels of achievement in the summer examinations.  However, it is essential that full attention is given to the comments made by colleagues, in particular where areas for improvement and development are clearly identified.

Year 8 Residential

A reminder for those parents paying for the Year 8 Residential by instalments, a number of payments are still outstanding.  The final payment of £70 is due on 26 February.

Year 11 Retreats
Two groups of students recently attended Year 11 residential retreats at Myddelton Grange in Ilkley where students enjoyed a break and an opportunity to examine their faith, led by the pastoral team at Myddelton and supported by St. Mary’s staff.

Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers
We are again taking part in the Sainsbury’s Active Kids voucher scheme for this year.  This represents an excellent opportunity to acquire extra equipment by collecting the vouchers.  Two collection boxes for vouchers have been placed in Pupil Reception.

Sporting Success
· Congratulations to Edward Hollingsworth, Lewis Gladwyn, Connor Tinnion and Daniel Atkinson on a terrific performance that resulted in them being crowned U14 Table Tennis Partnership Champions, beating Benton Park and Prince Henrys Grammar School.  The team will go on to represent North West Leeds in the City Finals on 25 February.  

Mention should also go to Daniel Wright, Callum Sharp, Christian Magson and Luke Braithwaite who came fourth in the competition.   
· Well done to Year 9 student Georgia Malir who came second in the U15’s fourth league race at Beckett Park last weekend.  Elizabeth Garnett, also Year 9, finished the race in ninth position after a fantastic sprint finish.  Both girls will go on to represent West Yorkshire Schools.     

Half Term Break 

Following the Training Day on Friday, 12 February when school is closed to pupils, we break for half term.  We return to school on Monday, 22 February.
Yours sincerely
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C McMahon 

Acting Headteacher
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