Dear Parents








          23 February 2010
General Letter No 20
Fire Alarm Evacuation

During the final week before half term, we had an early morning emergency fire evacuation.  This happened just as pupils were arriving into school.  Thankfully this was a false alarm and the evacuation went as planned; students showed terrific stoicism on such a cold morning!  

However, the timing highlighted a major problem.  Parents’ vehicles were obstructing the emergency vehicles at the Pupil Entrance.  Had this been a real emergency, the Fire Briggade would have been seriously impeded in their duties.

Parents are asked to drop children off in the drop off area.  Only members of staff and visitors should pass through the staff car park.  The aim is to give all our pupils an unrestricted, safe and clear pupil entrance area.  The same is true at the end of the school day.  Please do not drive through the staff car park. 

Year 8 Choices Evening

We look forward to welcoming parents to the Year 8 Choices Evening which will take place this evening from 7.00pm as part of the process of subject choices for Year 8 students as they embark on their Key Stage 4 programme.  
Year 8 Residential

A reminder to parents that all outstanding balances for the Year 8 Residential are due by Friday, 26 February.     
The Information Evening regarding the Residentials will be held on Tuesday, 2 March in the main Hall from 7.00pm.

Services of Reconciliation

Services of Reconciliation will take place in school over the next two weeks.  Every student will have the opportunity to partake in the sacrament of reconciliation.
Year 11 Photographs
Due to cancellation earlier in the year because of the adverse weather conditions, Year 11 individual and form photographs will be taken on the morning of Wednesday, 24 February.  Details will be given to students on the day on how to order their photographs.

German Exchange
A party of German Exchange students set off to Vossenack to our partner school on Friday, accompanied by Mrs Childs and Mr Sinnett.  They return on 6 March.  This is a valuable experience for students to learn about other cultures as well as improving their language skills.

Music Performance Showcase

Congratulations to all those involved in the Music Performance Showcase during the last week of term.  The event was an overwhelming success featuring over twenty outstanding performances from GCSE and A Level coursework.  The evening was enjoyed by family and friends of the performers who were full of praise for the diverse musical talent at St. Mary’s.  Special thanks to Mrs Chapman and Mrs Keith for arranging and inspiring such a wonderful occasion.
Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers
We are again taking part in the Sainsbury’s Active Kids voucher scheme for this year.  This represents an excellent opportunity to acquire extra equipment by collecting the vouchers.  Two collection boxes for vouchers have been placed in Pupil Reception.

GCSE Technology Coursework
As part of the GCSE Textiles project for next year, we require unwanted items of blue denim clothing eg jeans, shirts, jackets.  The denim can be any condition but must be blue and washed.  We also need buttons, pieces of fabric, ribbon, trimmings etc.  Please send any suitable items to Mrs Barnes in H19.        
French Exchange
Thanks are expressed to all those involved in the highly successful French Exchange visit which took place during the last week of term.  Our French Visitors were made thoroughly welcome.  St. Mary’s students and staff are looking forward to the return visit to Issoire at the beginning of May.

Visits
On Wednesday, 24 February, Year 12 Economics students will take part in an Economics Activity Day at the University of Bradford, accompanied by Mr Smickersgill.  The day is designed to allow students to explore issues related to their course in an interactive way and to raise awareness of the career paths afforded by Economics. 

Yours sincerely

C McMahon 

Acting Headteacher
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