









                2 March 2010

Dear Parents









General Letter No 21
Restricted Area
Firstly, may I thank all the parents who heeded my plea in last week’s General Letter to use the “drop-off” zone when bringing children to school by car.  Last Monday, school received a Health and Safety Audit which was very positive but it confirmed the need for parents to use the drop off zone and not to use the staff car park.
It is of paramount importance that parents go no further than the drop-off zone and certainly not into the staff car park, which will soon have a coded barrier erected.  Other safety issues are also being discussed such as improved signage and supervision.  Provision will be made for disabled access.   All of these considerations have been endorsed by the Health and Safety Audit.  Everything we strive to do is to promote the safeguarding of all our students.  I thank you for your support in this matter.

Year 8 Choices Evening

A large number of parents and Year 8 students attended the Choices Evening last Tuesday.  Staff were able to provide information regarding the process of subject choices as students embark on their Key Stage 4 programme.  I would like to thank parents for attending and for their many positive evaluations.  The deadline for all option forms is Friday, 26 March.
Year 8 Residential

A reminder to parents that all outstanding balances for the Year 8 Residential should be paid before the students depart for the Residentials.  A number of EVH2 Parental Consents and Outward Bound forms are also still outstanding.  As a Health and Safety requirement, students cannot attend the Residentials if the forms are not returned to school.  Please make sure that all paperwork is returned as a matter of urgency.   
We look forward to welcoming parents to the Information Evening regarding the Residentials this evening in the main Hall from 7.00pm.    
Services of Reconciliation

Services of Reconciliation continue this week for Years 9, 12 and 13.  Students will have the opportunity to partake in the sacrament of reconciliation.  The Year 11 Service of Reconciliation will take place on Tuesday, 9 March.
Year 9 Health Fair
Year 9 students will attend a Health Fair during Friday morning where stalls will be manned by members of community care services, providing information on health and well-being.
German Exchange
Mrs Childs has contacted school to inform us that the German Exchange party arrived safely.  Students are settled with their partner families and enjoying their visit to the Franziskus Gymnasium in Vossenack, our partner school in Germany.  Excursions to Cologne, Monschau and Aachen will take place during the week.  

Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers
We are again taking part in the Sainsbury’s Active Kids voucher scheme for this year.  This represents an excellent opportunity to acquire extra equipment by collecting the vouchers.  Two collection boxes for vouchers have been placed in Pupil Reception.

GCSE Technology Coursework
As part of the GCSE Textiles project for next year, we require unwanted items of blue denim clothing eg jeans, shirts, jackets.  The denim can be any condition but must be blue and washed.  We also need buttons, pieces of fabric, ribbon, trimmings etc.  Please send any suitable items to Mrs Barnes in H19.        
Parental Consultations

Letters have been sent to parents of Year 10 students regarding Parental Consultations which will be held on Tuesday, 23 March for Clitherow, Dickenson, Fisher and Gwyn and Wednesday, 31 March for More, Postgate, Sherwin and Wharton.
Menston Cemetery
Some Sixth Form students have been parking their cars off site near Menston Cemetery.  Bradford Metropolitan Council Bereavement Services have contacted school to request that the entrance to the cemetery should be accessible at all times.  I would be very grateful if Sixth Formers could adhere to this request at all times.
U14 Table Tennis Team – Leeds Schools Runners Up

A team of four St. Mary’s students travelled to the Leeds Schools U14 Table Tennis finals last week following an impressive win in January.  Year 9 students Connor Tinnion, Lewis Gladwyn, Daniel Wright and Edward Hollingsworth, Year 8 performed remarkably and secured a runner-up spot, second only to a very experienced Roundhay team.

A notable achievement was from Edward (4th in West Yorkshire) who remained unbeaten all afternoon.

Visits
· Accompanied by Mrs Pickard, a group of Year 9 students will today represent the school in the 2010 Rotary Youth Technology Tournament at the John Charles Centre for Sport, Leeds. 
· One of the many benefits of St. Mary’s partnership with Leeds Metropolitan University is that our Year 13 Geographers will receive a lecture followed by participating in a guided urban regeneration field trip in Leeds City Centre.  This is a very important part of their A Level course.  Students will be accompanied by Mr Sugden and Mrs Sayers.
Yours sincerely
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C McMahon 

Acting Headteacher
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