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St. Mary’s has a vigorous programme 
of events and activities beyond the 
formal curriculum. All pupils are offered 
the opportunity to participate and 
achieve in creative, sporting and 
academic areas outside the classroom 
and to share interests and enthusiasms 
with fellow pupils and staff thereby 
enriching their skills and personal and 
social development. 

An emphasis on the development 
of global citizens is promoted 
through foreign learning and cultural 
exchanges, World Challenge 
expeditions, and the Bambisanani 
Partnership with Mnyakanya School in 
South Africa. 

extended 
curriculum
“Students make excellent 
contributions to the community”
Ofsted 2008

SPORT
ART
LOURDES PILGRIMAGE
RESIDENTIAL
DANCE
MUSIC
DRAMA
RETREATS
FIELD TRIPS
UNIVERSITY VISITS
PUBLIC SPEAKING
CHARITIES
DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
WORK EXPERIENCE
EXCHANGES TO FRANCE, 
GERMANY & SICILY
CLUBS AND SOCIETIES
INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS
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The parent is considered as much 
a part of St. Mary’s as the child. 
The school places a high value on 
the triangular relationship between 
parent, pupil and staff. Effective 
communication between parent and 
school is essential to ensure the safety, 
well-being, motivation and all round 
development of each child.

•  The school maintains close links with 
the parishes and primary schools

•  Weekly bulletins, termly newsletters 
and the school website ensures that 
families are kept up to date with 
events and developments

•  There is a Home/School Agreement 
to ensure that both parents and staff 
work together to encourage the best 
possible development of each pupil 

•  Every pupil is issued with a Personal 
Planner to help them organise 
their work and to provide a readily 
accessible point of reference 
between staff and parents

•  Consultation meetings with staff 
are held annually to give parents 
and staff the opportunity to discuss 
pupil progress

•  Parents wishing to discuss any matter 
concerning their child can contact 
the school by telephone or e-mail

•  Opening Evenings and Open Days 
provide invaluable opportunities for 
parents to view St. Mary’s, meet staff 
and see the work of the school

keeping parents 
informed is important
“Parents are highly supportive 
and the school enjoys a justifi ably 
strong local reputation”
Ofsted 2008

•  The work and achievements of St. 
Mary’s are regularly featured in the 
local and national press

•  Parents are encouraged to support 
the school through involvement in 
school activities and events





St. Mary’s has gained a national 
reputation for its work in Physical 
Education and Sport.

In 2000 the Minister for Sport launched 
St. Mary’s as a DFES Sports College in 
recognition of the school’s outstanding 
commitment to Physical Education 
and Sport in school and with the wider 
community. St. Mary’s is one of the fi rst 
schools in the country to be involved in 
the School Sport Co-ordinators initiative 
and is the lead agency for over fi fty 
schools in the area. 

Sports College status brings additional 
funding to the school for facilities, 
staffi ng and equipment. The facilities 
at St. Mary’s include: extensive 
playing fi elds, Sports Hall, Gymnasium, 
Performing Arts Studio, hard court 
areas, cricket pitch and fl oodlit 
tennis courts. 

In addition to a comprehensive 
curriculum programme, there are 
also opportunities for pupils to 
study academic, vocational and 
leadership courses in PE and Sport. 
The PE Department offers a vast 
extra curricular programme for 
pupils of all ages and abilities. 

The school participates in over three 
hundred inter-school fi xtures annually 
and in recent years no less than 
twenty-fi ve pupils have gained Junior 
International Honours. 

sport 
for all
“PE and sport at St. Mary’s offers all 
children the foundation to develop 
their potential to the full, whatever 
their level of ability” 
Professor Margaret Talbot, Chief Executive, 
Association for Physical Education

“I feel really inspired by 
what St. Mary’s is doing” 
Secretary of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport 

“St. Mary’s gives pupils the 
support and guidance they 
need to achieve their goals” 
Joe Sayers, professional cricketer with 
Yorkshire CCC and former St. Mary’s student

leadership through service      



the sixth form 
and beyond

Our co-educational Sixth Form supports over 300 
students, the majority of whom have successfully 
made the transition from Year 11. A high quality 
education is offered by the broad curriculum in a 
structured and caring environment. Each student 
is encouraged and assisted by a specialist team 
of staff led by the Director of Sixth Form. The 
team is responsible for the academic and social 
development of every student to prepare them for 
the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of 
life in higher education and employment. There is a 
long tradition of preparing students for admission to 
all universities, including Oxford and Cambridge. The 
vast majority of students go on to higher education 
attaining their fi rst choice places at university. A 
separate prospectus giving full details of curriculum 
opportunities and how to apply for a place in our 
Sixth Form is published annually.



st mary’s school 
menston
ilkley
west yorkshire
LS29 6AE

tel: 01943 883 000
fax: 01943 870 242
email: offi ce@stmarys.co.uk
www.stmarys.co.uk

the parishes served by our school
SS Peter & Paul Yeadon
St. Joseph’s Pudsey
English Martyrs Addingham
Our Lady & All Saints Otley
SS John Fisher & Thomas More 
Burley-in-wharfedale
St. Mary‘s Horsforth
Sacred Heart of Jesus Ilkley


