Dear Parents








        19 May 2009

Uniform Standards
	GIRLS
	

	YEARS

7 TO11
	Black blazer with badge 

School tie

Black badged school sweater (optional)

Plain white school shirt (not fitted blouse)

Black tailored school skirt (mid length) or black tailored school trousers

Black tights or black or white socks

Sensible plain black shoes (not fashion wear or trainers)

	BOYS
	

	YEARS 

7 TO11
	Black blazer with badge 

School tie

Black badged school sweater (optional)

Plain white school shirt

Black tailored school trousers

Sensible plain black shoes (not fashion wear or trainers)


St. Mary’s uniform has not changed. The manner in which it is being worn has. This presents a major concern which we are keen to address.

While we are rightly proud of our high standards of academic achievement, the extra-curricular involvement of students and of their generally excellent behaviour, we are concerned that standards of dress are presently well below an acceptable level.

St. Mary’s uniform is smart, simple, functional and avoids the vagaries of fashion, particularly in relation to skirt length. Despite this, many girls are in breach of the school uniform policy. Detailed letters will be sent to parents/carers of all students failing to wear appropriate uniform items. Students who ‘customise’ uniform in school will be placed in an after school detention. Some students will be sent home unless improvements are made.

Presently uniform issues are taking up huge amounts of teacher time, girls are frequently placing themselves in undignified situations which disrupts learning, causes embarrassment to all parties and erodes the excellent relationships between students and teachers.

Longer term, for the new academic year, we are working with school council representatives to adopt a single design approximating to knee length which can be purchased from Top Marks school supplier and also through school.
Yours sincerely

M Pyle

Headteacher
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