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Bullying Policy

There is a need to have a clear and agreed policy to which staff, pupils, parents and governors are committed.  The exclusion of any individual is fundamentally opposed to the aims of the school.  All members of the school community have the right to prosper within it without fear.

Definition

· Bullying is the wilful, conscious and persistent desire to hurt, threaten or frighten an individual or group.

· Other anti-social behaviours should not be mistaken for bullying.

Recognition

· Bullying is characterised by one or more of the following: physical, verbal or psychological abuse.

· It ranges from uncomplimentary remarks to serious intimidation, even assault.

· Unchecked, bullying has a damaging effect on victim, bully, families, bystanders and the school community.

· Each incident of bullying is unique and should be dealt with in a sensitive and appropriate way.

· It is vital that investigation into an accusation of bullying is prompt, sensitive and rigorous.  All parties must be listened to and a commonly agreed resolution pursued.

· The interests of the victim are paramount when bullying has occurred.

Action
· The school will take any report of bullying seriously.

· At every stage action will be taken as speedily and sensitively as is possible.

· Concrete help, advice and support will be given to the victim(s).

· Action taken will be explained clearly to all parties, and why it has been taken.

· Bully and victim will be helped with strategies designed to avoid future incidents.

· Pupils must not tolerate bullies in the same social group.  They should inform an adult immediately if they do not wish to become involved themselves.  Watching and doing nothing can suggest support for the bullying.

· Parents are urged to watch for signs of distress that might be bullying-related.  If there is cause for concern, the school should be contacted immediately.

· Parents should encourage their child to disclose bullying behaviour at an early stage.

· Together, home and school will devise strategies to help the victim and provide support inside and outside of school.

Spreading the message

· The School’s Bullying Policy will be published in the School Prospectus for all parents.

· The School’s policy on bullying will be outlined in the Student Planner.  Advice will be given on how to act if bullying occurs.

· Guidance on bullying support strategies will be given to teachers in the staff handbook

The Tutorial Programme will reinforce the School’s bullying policy

Year 7

Bullying, self-esteem and peer pressure.  Term 1.

Year 8
Friendships, family relationships, good manners, positive behaviour/relationships, assertiveness and self-esteem.  Terms 1 and 2.

Year 9
Coping with anger.  Dealing with situations.  Relationships with others.  Teenagers and self-image.  Terms 1 and 2.

