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Dear Headteacher

I am writing to thank you and your designated Primary Link Teacher (PLT) for the work you have put in to drive the PE, School Sport and Club Links (PESSCL) strategy forward in recent years. 

You will be aware of the importance placed upon the PESSCL strategy by the DfES and DCMS through the huge investment in the School Sport Partnership (SSP) network which now includes every primary, secondary and special school in England. You may know that the strategy has been, and continues to be, developed and supported for the DfES by the Youth Sport Trust and that, by working together, the 2006 PSA target of 75% of pupils doing at least 2 hours high quality PE and school sport each week was exceeded. 

At this time of year you are all involved in a huge range of statutory and optional assessment and reporting arrangements.  It is also the time of the annual PESSCL data collection.  The purpose of this letter is to remind you of the importance of this exercise and to encourage you and your PLT to engage fully in the process, in order to ensure the information you provide is an accurate and robust reflection of the position of your school.  The impact of this data is widespread - not only does it determine the funding received by your SSP and therefore the work it is able to do to support and develop PESSCL in your school, but also the external support it receives and programmes it is able to access.

I would also like to take this opportunity to remind you of the ambition for 2010, which is for all pupils to take part in at least 2 hours high quality PE and sport at school, and for schools, with local partners, to enable young people to access 2-3 hours of sport beyond the school day. This can be achieved through your engagement with your SSP and through taking advantage of the support and opportunities they are able to provide.

There is a plethora of evidence, from schools across the country in every circumstance, to show that a whole school commitment to PE and school sport is having a major impact on improving standards in all areas of school life.  If you would like to know more about the different strategies schools have used to raise standards through PE and school sport and to meet our targets, please contact your School Sport Coordinator (SSCo), Partnership Development Manager (PDM) or the Lead Officer for PE in your LEA.  

If you would like to know more about the range of work undertaken by the Youth Sport Trust please see our website at www.youthsporttrust.org or contact us at primaryenquiries@youthsporttrust.org. 

Once again, thank you for your continued support with the PESSCL agenda.  It is through your commitment that we are able to use PE and school sport to make a real difference to the lives of all young people.

Yours sincerely

Steve Grainger 

Chief Executive

