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PRESS RELEASE

St. Mary’s Responds To South African Call

St. Mary’s, Menston is about to develop links with South Africa at two very different levels.  Mr David Geldart, Assistant Headteacher has been invited to South Africa at the invitation of the South African and UK Governments as part of a Youth Sport Trust delegation.  The purpose of the visit is to advise on how to establish School Sport Partnerships.  The South African Government have been highly impressed with the UK model of School Sport Partnerships and are keen to develop a similar system.  

Mr Geldart was at the forefront of School Sport Partnership development work in this country with St. Mary’s gaining national recognition for its work in this area.  Significantly the St. Mary’s School Sport Partnership (now 52 schools) has provided valuable evidence to Government, which has contributed to the initiative being developed throughout this country.  The St. Mary’s School Sport Partnership has been described as “inspirational” by the Secretary of State, Tessa Jowell, and by Lord Carter, Chairman of Sport England.

In addition to this St. Mary’s has recently been invited to develop a formal link with is Mnyakanya High School, Nkandla, Kwa Zulu Natal as part of the Youth Sport Trusts “Dreams & Teams” initiative.  St. Mary’s has successfully put forward a proposal, which will focus on developing internationalism, global citizenship, health and developing the leadership skills for young people with particular reference to the spirit of the 2012 Olympic Games.

Mr Geldart will visit South Africa this month to initiate work in both areas.  The Principal of Mnyakanya High, Mr Lucas Dube together with School Sport coordinator Mr Lanford Mlambo who will visit St. Mary’s in the first week of November to continue with a three-year development plan.

Mr Geldart is delighted with the prospect of developing these South African links.  “Our School Sport Partnership has been a tremendous success.  Thanks to the hard work of staff at St. Mary’s in all our 52 schools, it is great to have this recognised.  However whilst we may have some things to contribute at a strategic and operational level my experience of other countries and cultures tells me that we will have far more to learn than we have to offer.

“I am particularly keen to develop opportunities for young people from both countries to work together and learn about each other.  Sport has played a significant part in the emergence of the new South Africa and I believe it will have an equally important part to play in the future.  These initiatives are an exciting opportunity.”

Since becoming a Sport College and Lead School for the School Sport Partnership in 2000, St. Mary’s has used the inspirational words of Nelson Mandela to highlight the power of sport.

“Sport has the power to unite people in a way that little else can.

 Sport can create hope where there was once despair.

 It breaks down racial barriers.  It laughs in the face of all kinds

 of discrimination.  Sport speaks to people in a language

 they can understand.”

Nelson Mandela

St. Mary’s now has the opportunity to work in Mandela’s homeland and is clearly looking forward to the prospect.  A return visit is planned for the spring when Deputy Headteacher, Catherine McMahon, Mr Geldart and Mrs Pounder will return to Mnyakanya High School.

For further information please contact Mr David Geldart or Mrs Catherine McMahon.

Note to Editor: Photo opportunity Tuesday 31 October and Wednesday 1 November when the South African teachers will be at St. Mary’s.  Please advise of attendance.
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