St. Mary’s, Menston

Tel: 01943 883000

PRESS RELEASE

St. Mary’s School South African Partnership

St. Mary’s, Menston has established a ground-breaking partnership with Mnyakanya High School in Kwa Zulu Natal, South Africa.

In order to raise funds to support the partnership, the school is holding a sale of CD’s, DVD’s, videos and computer games on the school Open Day which is on 6 October from 11.00am – 2.00pm.  The school is asking for donations of the above items.

Mr David Geldart, Assistant Headteacher at St. Mary’s said:-

“I am sure that we all have old CD’s, videos, DVD’s or computer games at home gathering dust.  We are asking members of the local community to donate any such items by Thursday, 4 October.  Simply bring them down to school and leave at the main reception.

We are working with a desperately poor community in South Africa. Our work involves getting orphans into school, providing resources for the school, providing training for teachers, introducing health education, developing sports and very significantly, providing leadership training and opportunities for young people.

In March, a group of St. Mary’s staff and students will visit Mnyakanya to develop this work further.

The area is ravaged by AIDS with one in three of the population infected.  90% live in round grass topped dwellings without water or electricity.  60% of adults are illiterate.  Many children are AIDS orphans.  20% of children do not go to school for the sake of a £7 annual school fee.

Mnyakanya High School provides an oasis of hope in this desperate community.  Children walk on average two hours each way to school each day.  They are desperate to learn.  Their desire and ambition is something that we can all learn from.

Our work in South Africa can make a difference so if you can help by donating your old CD’s, videos, DVD’s and computer games it would be greatly appreciated.  Please come along to the sale”. 

Ex St. Mary’s students the Kaiser Chiefs have donated signed copies of both their albums which will be raffled on the day.

For further information please contact Mr David Geldart as St. Mary’s on 01943 883000.
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