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St. Mary’s community inspired by South Africa

In October of last year David Geldart, Assistant Headteacher visited South Africa to advise the South African Government on a sport development initiative based on the UK model of School Sport Partnerships, which St. Mary’s has been at the forefront of.

The visit also gave Mr Geldart the opportunity to develop a specific school based link with Mnyakanya High School in the deprived rural and remote Nkandla area of Kwa Zulu Natal.  

The area is ravaged by HIV/Aids; the official figure being 1 in 3 adults infected.  Many of the children are infected and many are orphans.  The majority of people live in round grass roofed dwellings with no electricity or water.  Unemployment is greater than 90%.  People still die in the area from TB and malnutrition.  More than 65% of the adult population are illiterate.  Most children walk at least two hours to school and back each day.  20% of children never attend school (school fees are £7.00 a year plus the cost of shoes and uniform) and many who do, drop out before the all-important matriculation examinations are sat.

Having stayed and worked in the area Mr Geldart returned to St. Mary’s determined to relay his experiences to students, staff and Governors through a range of meetings and assemblies.  Mr Geldart was overwhelmed with response from the St. Mary’s community “This initiative has touched peoples hearts and minds in quite a unique way”.  The instant response from people was that of ‘what can we do?’, ‘how can we help?’

In just over four weeks the school has raised over £2,500 for Mnyakanya High School.  Students at the school through the annual Advent Appeal raised money through a range of activities including fancy dress competitions, talent competitions, raffles, sponsored sports events to name but a few.  Members of staff at St. Mary’s decided not to send cards to each other this Christmas but instead to sign a large South African card (made by students) and donate the money they normally spent.  Following the last newspaper article regarding Mr Geldart’s visit members of the public simply forwarded cheques to St. Mary’s.  Lord Carter, former Chairman of Sport England has also supported the fund describing the partnership as “outstanding”.

Mr Geldart is currently working with the British Council in South Africa to establish a transparent and effective system of ensuring that every penny of the funding does exactly what it is meant to do.

“This funding will mean that at least twenty children in the area, many of them orphans will have the opportunity of going to school.  We will also be able to buy them shoes, a uniform and some stationery.  These children will now have a life chance through education rather than a future of ignorance, poverty and all that goes with it.  We will also be able to purchase much needed sports equipment for the school, children currently play football with plastic bags tied together.”

The power of sport is certainly recognised by students at St. Mary’s. Sixth Form students Katie Moran and Emily Tindall have spent the last four weeks collecting football shirts from students at St. Mary’s to send to pupils at Mnyakanya High School.  Katie said, “ Mr Geldart’s assembly demonstrated to us just how lucky we are and how much we all take for granted.  We saw how little the children had but how much they loved football.  Students at St. Mary’s have been fantastic donating over 120 shirts to send to South Africa”.  Emily added, “ It is great to be able to make a difference even in a small way.  We know how much these football shirts will mean to the African children.  We have been inspired by this partnership; we have been particularly inspired by the dedication and desire to learn of the students at Mnyakanya High School”.

Mr Geldart is currently working on a long-term development plan with Mnyakanya High School in collaboration with the Principal, Mr Lucas Dube.  “Our work will not be about one off giving we are in this now for the long term; we all have so much to learn from the process.  We will start with sport and then include all other curricular areas.  We are particularly keen to develop a sustainable partnership, a partnership which will ultimatley lead to greater self-sufficiency.

Based on the notion that ‘it is better to give a rod than a fish’ Mr Geldart and his colleague Barbara Pounder will visit the school in March and amongst other things spend time training teachers and other adults in the community how to deliver Sports Leadership courses to young people.  Barbara Pounder said, “if we can train twenty adults, they in turn can train at least twenty youngsters each year in Sports Leadership.  Young people with these Sports Leadership skills can then make a vital contribution to sport in their own school and local community.  What we intend to do will really build capacity in the area and empower many people.”

Mr Geldart and Mrs Pounder will take two young people from the St. Mary’s School Sport Partnership to South Africa in March.  St. Mary’s intend to develop an annual visit to South Africa to develop Sports Leadership.  Mr Geldart said, “ Our intention is to get young people from both countries together to develop training so that the students can plan and deliver a sports festival of some kind in the local community”.

St. Mary’s is clearly committed to a long and lasting partnership with Mnyakanya High School.

END

For further information please contact Mr David Geldart at St. Mary’s.
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Photos attached:

1. Staff Christmas Card in aid of South Africa Fund.

2.  St. Mary’s students Back Row: Left to right: Emily Tindall and Katie Moran. 
Front Row left to right: Jack Loughlin, Tom Boardman and James Clarke with some of the football shirts donated by St. Mary’s students.
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